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Lothian Villa is a Local Authority residential childcare service in East Lothian. It exists over two 
residential houses situated in Musselburgh and Tranent and has a satellite support flat in 
Musselburgh. It has capacity for the residential provision of 12 young people. Lothian Villa 
originally opened in 1990 just prior to the disaggregation of Lothian Regional Council and the 
formation of East Lothian Council. It’s true evolution as a service however began in 1995 and as 
this article will outline has transformed into a pioneering resource that challenges 
preconceptions of how young people can be cared for and about in a residential lifespace. 
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