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preference for burgers and pizza, the very junk food they were intended to 
avoid. Social programs and especially social programs involving children 
and youth become immediate victims in such governments and have 
across the so called first world. This reach for absolute power, for structural 
policies that favour the wealthy and restrict the poor, the vulnerable and 
the right ethnic group suggests a self-serving response to crisis rather than 
dealing with it. Globally, humanity has the communications capacity, the 
manpower and the ingenuity to set goals, realize goals and review to 
address climate change. Many are working on it now, but their efforts are 
blurred by ‘official government policy’ and the constant 24/7 ‘noise’ that 
passes for news. And still, racism persists here in Canada with a major bank 
handcuffing a 12-year-old over opening a bank account 5 and in the United 
States a TSA agent can disrespect an indigenous woman’s braids 6 While 
the adults continue on being stymied into a persistent statistical 50/50 split 
that renders them useless it falls to girls to speak plain truth. Autumn 
Peltier, Canada’s youth activist, also in Davos echoes Greta stating: "I just 
feel being a youth we are not as heard as we can be." 7 

If being a youth care practitioner has taught me anything, it is to listen 
to the young person and/or help them find the words to speak. Yes, young 
people do not have a clue about holding down a job, paying a mortgage, a 
car loan, and putting food on the table yet they do have a luxury with that 
to see insights denied others. When I was 15 I knew the smelter smoke 
pouring out of our ore processing company in town was killing off forests 
for miles along its prevailing wind trails. It was not our place to be 

 
5 https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/12-year-old-indigenous-girl-recounts-handcuffing-

at-bmo-1.5433662  
6 https://www.cnn.com/2020/01/16/us/tsa-giddy-up-native-american-woman-trnd/index.html 
7 https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/autumn-peltier-thunberg-davos-1.5435091 
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During the second 
half of the 19th century, 
Māori lost control over 
most of their lands, 
sometimes through 
legitimate sale but 
often due to unfair land-
deals or through 
outright confiscations at 
the end of ‘the New 
Zealand Wars’ of 1845-
1872.  In the period 
following the New Zealand Wars, the 
New Zealand government mostly 
ignored the Treaty.   

Then, in an 1877 court judgement in 
the case of Wi Parata vs The Bishop of 
Wellington, Judge Prendergast who 
oversaw proceedings concluded that 
the Treaty of Waitangi was 'worthless' 
because it had been signed between a 
civilised nation and a group of savages' 
not capable of signing a treaty.   

From the 1950s onwards, Māori have 
used the Treaty as a platform for re-
claiming rights to sovereignty and to 
reclaim lost land.  New Zealand 
governments in the 1960s and 1970s 

 
The setting in New Zealand's Northland where the first 
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responded to these arguments, giving the Treaty 
an increasingly central role in the interpretation 
of land rights and relations between Māori 
people and the state.  

In 1975 the New Zealand Parliament passed 
the Treaty of Waitangi Act that established the 
Waitangi as a permanent commission of inquiry 
tasked with interpreting the Treaty, researching 
breaches of the Treaty by the British Crown or its 
agents, and suggesting means of redress.  In 
most cases, Tribunal recommendations are not 
binding on the Crown, but settlements totaling 
almost $1 billion have been awarded to various 
Māori groups since the 
Treaty was recognized, 
not as a matter of law 
but as guiding 
principles forming the 
foundations of 
nationhood. 

Each year at 
Waitangi, there are re-
enactments of historical 
features of the Treaty 
signing. Some locations on the site are reserved for formal celebrations 

 
Supreme Court Chief 
Justice Prendergast 

influenced Treaty 
decisions for decades 
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while another location 
is generally used to 
raise political 
arguments that 
advocates say requires 
government action in 
the coming year. 

A current issue in 
South Auckland is 
almost guaranteed to 
generate political 
discussion at Waitangi 
this year.  It concerns an 
old quarry where stone 
was extracted to build 
much of Auckland.  As 
the site was sold to a 
major New Zealand 
contractor to build a 
major housing 
development, the issue 
of confiscated lands has 
returned to 
contemporary debate.   

The current Māori King of Aotearoa New Zealand, Kiingi Tūheitia has 
played a key role in the Ihumātao negotitions and in recent days, he and 

 
Re-enactments of Maori arriving at Waitangi for the 

Treaty signing 

 
A current issue facing Treaty Celebration concerns 

confiscated land at Ihumātao 
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his entourage have 
returned to collect the 
King’s Flag that has 
flown over the site 
occupation blocking 
building equipment.  It 
would seem that 
progress with 
negotiations have 
continued with the 
Maori MPs and the 
Kingitanga leaders to 
find resolution in time 
for a Treaty of Waitangi 
announcement on 6 February.  New Zealanders watch these 
developments with interest as we approach another general election – 
held every three years! 
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