time according to the positioning of the moon. For example, December 2,
2005 (2/12/2005) in the solar calendar translates into November 1, 1426
(1/11/1426) in the Hijri or Islamic lunar calendar. The free encyclopedia
website Wikipedia offers a treasure chest of information about cross-
cultural variations when it comes to calendars. For example, one finds that
the Gregorian calendar is used nearly everywhere in the world. A
modification of the Julian calendar, it was first proposed by the Neapolitan
doctor Aloysius Lilius, and was decreed by Pope Gregory XllI, for whom it
was named on 24 February 1582. The Julian calendar was introduced in 46
BC by Julius Caesar and took force in 45 BC (709 ab urbe condita)!. It has a
regular year of 365 days divided into 12 months, and a leap day is added to
February every four years. Hence the Julian year is on average 365.25 days
long. Those who care about such matters note that the astronomical
solstices and the equinoxes advance, on average, by about 11 minutes per
year against the Julian year, causing the calendar to gain a day about every
134 years, hence the argument given for changing to the Gregorian
calendar, 50 years after Jacque Cartier discovered Canada and claimed it
for France.

The Islamic calendar (also called “Hijri calendar”) is the calendar used to
date events in many predominantly Muslim countries. A purely lunar
calendar having 12 lunar months in a year of about 354 days, this is used by
Muslims everywhere to determine the proper day on which to celebrate
Muslim holy days. Because this lunar year is about 11 days shorter than the

I' Ab urbe condita (AUC or a.u.c.) is Latin for “from the founding of the city” (of Rome), supposed
to have happened in 753 BC. It was one of several methods used for dating years in the
Roman era, when the Roman calendar and the Julian calendar were in use. It appears to
have been widely replaced by the anno Diocletiani (A.D.) system which in turn was
gradually superseded by the anno Domini (A.D.) system of Dionysius Exiguus. Some have
claimed that an era ab urbe condita (from the founding of the city of Rome) did not, in
reality, exist in the ancient world, and the use of reckoning the years in this way is modern.
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Walking around after dark
presented rather more
challenges. On balance, one
avoids walking through tall grass
because of snakes. Walking on
pathways after rainfall presented
new challenges with large
centipedes of different types
coming out with the moisture.
The ones shown in the photo had
to disappear before sunrise or
they were attacked by big ants
that devoured them very
quickly.

A whole new world of
creepy-crawlies featured
there.

Rural squatter camps
were noticeable in many
places, especially where
post-colonial land
reforms have been
implemented. Different
tribal and extended

After the rains, big creepy-crawlies come out
at night

family groups seek A rural squatter camp in a place where land is a major

access to land that was
once owned and

issue

operated by colonial interests. Independence and land reforms have

commonly occurred together, or in sequence.

& CYC-Online
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Bindura
University of
Science Education
represents an
organisation that is
also involved in
land reform
activities, seeking
to maintain
educational
pathways for
young people
seeking careersin
the agriculture and
farming sectors. If

‘ BINDURAgNIVERSITY
A F
SCIENCE EDUCATION

See what can be read above the new Bindura University of
Science Education sighage

one looks closely above the Bindura University of Science Education sign, it

is possible to discern a community health message worthy of note! | was

given a book for Christmas by Paul Kenyon (2018) Dictatorland: The Men

Who Stole Africa that made an impression. If interested in Africa, check it

out!
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