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Postcard from Leon Fulcher 
 

Auckland, New Zealand 
 

 
iia Ora Koutou 
te Whanau ki 
awhi Tamaraki 

e Rangatahi – Warm 
Greetings to the family 
of child and youth care 
practitioners! The 
Calendar Year is rapidly 
drawing to a close, 
meaning that Southern 
Hemisphere schools are 
about to close for 
Summer while in the 
North, snow and 
Christmas planning 
prevails. 

During the past 
fortnight, New Zealand 
has seen the new Royal 
Commission of Inquiry 
into Historic Abuse in 
State Care begin 
formally taking oral 
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evidence. Late in 2017, the New Zealand Cabinet established an inquiry into 
abuse in state care and also that a Ministerial Working Group consider the 
potential scope and implementation of that Inquiry, led by the Minister for 
Children and of Internal Affairs supported by the Minister for Social 
Development.  

The terms of the inquiry were announced in November 2018 then 
widened from covering abuse in state care to include abuse in faith-based 
institutions. Former Governor-General, the Rt Hon Sir Anand Satyanand 
was appointed as the Inquiry Chair. Details of the inquiry were formally 
established in early 2018 then 18 months later, Sir Satyanand announced 
his resignation from the inquiry when it became clear that the Inquiry 
would extend into 2023. He was replaced at the end of November by 
retired Judge Coral Shaw, a Commissioner for the Inquiry from the 
beginning. 

For more than three 
decades, questions have 
been raised about the 
poor standards of 
institutional care with 
abuse survivors 
beginning to tell their 
stories about abusive 
upbringings in foster 
care, family group home 
care, and residential 
institutions. Maori 
children and young people have been highly over-represented in the state 
care system – with more than 60 percent of placements since the 1970s 
being Maori children. Maori and Iwi tribal bodies are now insisting that the 

 
Cases of abuse in New Zealand State Care have moved 

slowly through the Courts 
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